Number 17
(February 2010)

Emerald City Edition

Tim Hamilton: Hot, Hot, Hot!
(“The Big Read” 2010)

The public is invited to a talk by Tim Hamilton on Friday,
March 19th, at 7 p.m. at the Woodward Park Library, 944
East Perrin Avenue, in northeast Fresno. Hamilton was
authorized by Ray Bradbury to create a graphic novel
version of Fahrenheit 451. First published in 1953,
Bradbury’s chilling novel tells the story of Guy Montag, a
fireman whose job is burning books. In Montag’s tightly
monitored world, thinking is dangerous and books are
forbidden. Later this novel was made into a feature film
starring Oskar Werner and Julie Christie.

Now Tim Hamilton has transformed the story into a
striking new work of art that uniquely captures the hero’s
awakening to the evil of government-controlled thought
and the inestimable value of philosophy, theology, and
literature. Reviewers have called Hamilton's darkly muted
illustrations, appropriately sparked with burning orange,
“vibrant and vital.” Ray Bradbury wrote the introduction to
this new version of his classic book.

Critics debate whether graphic novels are comic books,
or something else, but everyone agrees that this format
constitutes one of the hottest trends in publishing today,
appealing particularly to young adults. Find out more
about them and about creator Tim Hamilton, whose previ-
ous graphic novel was Treasure Island. This free program
is co-sponsored by the Arne Nixon Center and the Fresno
County Public Library as part of
“The Big Read” for 2010.
Hamilton’s book will be avail-
able for sale and autographing.
Hamilton will also participate in
the Ray Bradbury
Tribute Symposium
(see enclosure)
on March 20.
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Wicked Garden Party

ANCA, the Arne Nixon Center Advocates,
invites everyone to its eighth annual
Secret Garden Party on Sunday, April 11,
from 3 to 5 p.m. There will be no cyclones,
flying monkeys, or apple-throwing trees,
but you might see a Wicked Witch in this spacious north
Fresno garden. The party will feature songs from
“Wicked,” the hit Broadway musical, and other Ozzy
surprises. Funds raised will support the programs and
collections of the Arne Nixon Center, including the Oz
conference. The exact location will be revealed to
underwriters and ticket holders upon registration.

Underwriters are needed; they will receive tickets to
the party and acknowledgements in promotional
materials. The $1,000 Sponsor fee includes up to eight
tickets; Patrons, for a $500 fee, get up to six tickets;
Contributors, for $250, receive up to four tickets.
Individual tickets are also available for $50.

For information call (559) 278-5790 or send e-mail to
kelliew@csufresno.edu.

The Yellow Brick Road
leads to Fresno!

The Arne Nixon Center and The International Wizard of
Oz Club (www.ozclub.org) invite everyone to a national
Oz conference, “Oz: The Books,” May 14-16, 2010, on the
Fresno State campus. Featured speakers will include
Gregory Maguire, author of Wicked; Michael Patrick
Hearn, author of The Annotated Wizard of Oz; John
Fricke, co-author of The Wizard of Oz: An Illustrated
Companion to the Timeless Movie Classic; Kathleen
Krull, author of The Road to Oz: Twists, Bumps, and
Triumphs in the Life of L. Frank Baum; graphic
novelist Eric Shanower, author/artist of Adventures in
Oz and many other bestselling graphic novels; and
Graham Rawle, a British illustrator whose new version of
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz was proclaimed the Best
Illustrated Book and Book of the Year at the 2009 British
Book Design Awards.

WICK?

(See Oz Conference, page 2)




Oz Conference, from front page

The conference will feature a musical, “Time Again in
Oz,” produced by the Fresno State Theatre Arts Department
and directed by J. Daniel Herring. Playwright Susan L.
Zeder, who based this play on the third Oz book, Ozma of
Oz, will also speak. The Henry Madden Library will offer an
Oz exhibition and a Special Collections exhibit on the
World’'s Columbian Exposition of 1893. This world’s fair
attracted Oz creator L. Frank Baum and artist W.W.
Denslow to Chicago, where they later formed a partnership
to write and illustrate children’s books.

The Arne Nixon Center Advocates will sponsor the
conference reception. Other community sponsors include
The School Library Media Credential and Master’s Program
at the Fresno Pacific University School of Education and
The Fresno County Public Library. Much more information
is available at www.arnenixoncenter.org.

Gregory Maguire, center, will be a featured speaker
for the “Oz: The Books” conference on May 15.

Answers to quiz:
The Wind in the Willows
by Kenneth Grahame
Wicked by Gregory Maguire
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury

Tales & Tidbits
from ANCA

(Arne Nixon Center Advocates)

by Denise Sciandra, ANCA President

VWV hen one door closes, another one opens. That is what
happened in January 1974. | had just moved to Fresno
with my husband and six-month-old daughter. | was
disappointed that it was too late to enroll in classes at
Fresno State but was happy to come across a flyer for Arne
Nixon's Third Annual Festival of Children’s Books. It
sounded interesting and now | had a child to read to. Little
did | know that this would be the start of a lifelong
association with Arne Nixon.

On March 29, 1974, | arrived at the Men’s Gymnasium at
Fresno State where | looked forward to hearing from the
smorgasbord of Caldecott and Newbery award-winning
authors and illustrators named on the flyer, including
William Armstrong, Lynd Ward, Jean Craighead George,
and Don Freeman.

The first speaker on Friday evening was Gladys
Yessayan Cretan. She was not an award winner and was
little known even in 1974. | wonder if her work has
survived other than in libraries and on my personal book
shelf. She spoke of bringing children and books together,
of keeping writing pure and simple, and of using realism,
preparing children for the real world.

Cretan followed those rules in Lobo, a book that turned
out to be a favorite of my daughter. The title character is a
very small dog named whose name means “wolf” in
Spanish. Even though he is brave and fierce and can “run
like the wind,” he is mainly seen as little. Lobo comes to
learn that being big isn’t just a matter of size.

Another favorite book came out of this festival. That
was Don Freeman’s Corduroy, a recently published book
at the time but a beloved classic by now. My adult
daughter loves having a signed copy of Corduroy with a
sketch of Corduroy drawn by Don Freeman.

Corduroy is a stuffed bear on a shelf in a department
store who is passed over by children, possibly because he is
missing a button from his overalls, causing one strap to
hang down. Along comes Lisa who loves Corduroy just the
way he is. What a wonderful life lesson!

| was hooked immediately on Arne’s festivals and his
passion for children’s literature was contagious. | attended
all of his festivals from that time forward. | have bookcases
full of signed, embellished books.

The door has long since closed on my daughter’s
childhood but is just opening for her six-month-old son,
Samuel Edwin. | can hardly wait to share Lobo and
Corduroy with him. | wonder which characters will turn
out to be Sammy’s favorites?






