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“1tis the function of some people to be a lamp and some to be a mirror. 1 have

been very pleased to function as a mirror of others’ work.” — Arne Nixon

Secret Garden Party: April 20

ANCA, the Arne Nixon Center
Advocates, invites everyone to its
sixth annual Secret Garden Party on
Sunday, April 20th, from 3 to 5 p.m.
The party will be held in a beautiful
north Fresno garden, full of shady
paths and secret hideaways. The
exact location will be revealed to
underwriters and ticket holders
upon registration. This year’s
party honors author, librarian, and
Booklist columnist Michael Cart, who
is a major donor to the Arne Nixon
Center and a founding member of
its Governing Committee. The
party theme, *“Passions and
Pleasures,” is taken from Cart’s latest book, Passions and
Pleasures: Essays and Speeches about Literature and
Libraries.

Michael Cart is the country’s foremost expert on
young adult literature, so it is fitting that this year’s en-
tertainment features a group of talented young people
—members of the Junior Company of Roger Rocka's
Dinner Theatre. The Garden Party will raise funds to buy
special rare materials, including five original illustrations
by the Caldecott-winning artist, Leonard Weisgard, for
his 1949 edition of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
and Through the Looking Glass.

Underwriters are needed; they will receive tickets to
the party and acknowledgements in promotional mater-
ials. The $1,000 Sponsor fee includes eight tickets;
Patrons, for a $500 fee, get six tickets; Contributors, for
$250, receive four tickets. Individual tickets are also
available for $50. The garden party is ANCA’s major
annual fundraising event; all profits benefit the Arne
Nixon Center.

For information call (559) 278-5790 or send e-mail to
kelliew@csufresno.edu.

Gary Soto to speak: May 9

Everyone is invited to hear Fresno native author and poet
Gary Soto speak for the Friends of the Madden Library on
Friday, May 9th, at the Alice Peters Auditorium on the
Fresno State campus. A reception at 6 p.m. will be
followed by his talk, “Local News” (the title is based on
his book of short stories about growing up in Fresno), at
6:30 p.m.

Soto, the Distinguished Professor of Creative Writing
at UC Riverside, is the author of ten poetry collections for
adults, most notably New and Selected Poems, a finalist
for both the Los Angeles Times Book Award and the
National Book Award. His poems have appeared in many
magazines, including Ploughshares, The lowa Review,
Ontario Review, and Poetry. He has won awards from
the National Endowment for the Arts, the California Arts
Council, the American Education Association, and the
Hispanic Heritage Foundation.

The poet is well known, too, as a writer for children
and young adults, for titles like Too Many Tamales,
Snapshots from the Wedding, Baseball in April,
Novio Boy, Cesar Chavez, Jesse De La Cruz, Mercy on
these Teenage Chimps, The Afterlife, and Chato's
Kitchen, a picture book about a sneaky, “low-riding”
barrio cat, which has the
dubious distinction of
having been banned in
Clovis (and later reinstat-
ed in the schools there).

Admission is free for
members of ANCA or the
Friends of the Madden
Library; for all others it is
$2. Please reserve a seat
by calling Kellie Willis at
(559) 278-5790 or via
e-mail to kelliew@csu-
fresno.edu.




Welcome, Mila Rianto!

T he Arne Nixon Center welcomes a new Library Assis-
tant, Mila Rianto, who began work in January. Mila joins
Angelica Carpenter and Jennifer Crow as the Center’s
third full-time employee.

Mila was born in Jakarta, Indonesia. She grew up there
reading folk and fairy tales in books borrowed from
school libraries. At age 19 she moved to Fresno, where she
had family. She attended Fresno City College and later UC
San Diego, where she earned a bachelor’s degree with a
double major in cognitive science and international studies.

As a student Mila worked in the Doris Gates Room of
the Fresno County Public Library and later at the UC San

, . Diego Library. Prior to joining the
Arne Nixon Center, she worked as
an administrative assistant at Pro-
fessional Exchange Services Cor-
poration in Fresno.

Like author Yuyi Morales, Mila
credits her fluent English,
learned mostly in this country, to
“Sesame Street.”

Unpredictable

T here is no calendar in this issue of The Magic Mirror
as future events are somewhat unpredictable. Some time
in the coming months, by June at the latest, the Arne
Nixon Center (and many other departments) will move
out of the South Wing of the Library, clearing it entirely
so that the building can be remodeled. At press time it
was not clear where staff or books would be housed
during the transition period, which is expected to last
until January 2009. When all is done, the Arne Nixon
Center will move back into the South Wing.

The Center’'s phone number will remain the same
through these changes and staff will be available by
e-mail, too. Class visits can be arranged in classrooms, but
not in the Library.

The new Library will include a Leo Politi Garden
designed by landscape architect Bob Boro. ANCA, the
Arne Nixon Center Advocates, raised $75,000 for the con-
struction of this garden, which will be a tribute to Arne
Nixon’s dear friend and Fresno’s most famous children’s
author/illustrator. The garden will be located in the space
between the new building and the South Wing and will be
constructed at the end of the building project and
finished in 2009.

We apologize for the inevitable inconveniences that
will be caused by the coming changes. We hope you'll join
us in anticipation of greatly improved service in a won-
derful new Arne Nixon Center in the years to come.
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Tales & Tidbits
from ANCA

(Arne Nixon Center Advocates)

by Denise Sciandra, ANCA President

|_eo Politi was my friend. | know this because he says so
in the note he wrote on the wrapping of the artwork that
he brought to Fresno for me. Let me explain.

Professor Arne Nixon invited Leo Politi to Fresno to his
literature conferences annually during the 1970s and
1980s. Arne and Leo were a perfect match. They both
loved multi-cultural children’s literature. Nixon taught at
Fresno State. Fresno was Politi's birthplace in 1908.

Politi would bring artwork to sell at those conferences. |
had long admired his colorful print of “Three Little Girls
in Pink.” The year | asked for this print he didn't have it
but said that he would bring one the following year. |
thanked him thinking that there was little chance that he
would remember this conversation. | was wrong. The
following year, he arrived with this 21" by 28" print laid
out flat and wrapped in brown paper with a note that read
in typical Politi style:

“These three Japanese girls in pink is an order from last
year and | want to make sure the young lady whom | don’t
remember the name but is a good friend gets them.”

Leo Politi became a beloved Fresno native through
these conferences. There was much support to name a
Fresno library in his honor.

When Alice F. Reilly, Fresno County Librarian, sent a let-
ter to Politi seeking his approval to name a branch library
in his honor, this was his response on January 27, 1974

“Dear Mrs. Reilly, Please forgive my delay in answering
your letter. | feel so honored and grateful for naming one
of the Fresno Branch Libraries with my name. Needless to
say you are more than welcome to use my name. If there is
a space on the wall and you would like me to make a
picture | will be happy to do it and donate it to the
Library. Thank you again and please give my gratitude and
love to everyone responsible for this honor. Very sincerely.
Leo Politi.”

Politi did “make a picture” for the library. It was a water-
color, 4' by 12, of children reading under a tree and others
playing nearby. He brought it to the May 20, 1974,
dedication himself in a trailer towed by a car that he drove
from Los Angeles. He was 67 years old at the time.

This gentle artist has enriched the lives of many people
from Fresno to Los Angeles. | plan to celebrate the
centennial anniversary of my friend who was born
November 21, 1908. You can, too. Celebrations are listed at
www.leopoliti2008centennial.org.
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L_inda Joy Singleton lives in her dream house, atop
a Sierra foothill east of Stockton. The wrap-around
porch offers a 360-degree view of live oaks and
rolling hills. Her husband built the house himself,
just for her. “I told him that | wanted somewhere for
lots of books and lots of animals,” she said.

Three dogs and a couple of cats got shooed outside when | arrived. Linda
took me upstairs to her airy pink aerie (well, it feels as if you could soar right
out the window), where she writes children’s and young adult novels. In 20
years she has published 32 books.

Her subjects vary. For Cheer Squad she spent four days posing as a coach at
a cheerleader camp. “I did the research for this on the Internet,” she explained.

She ghost wrote #59 of the Sweet Valley Twins series, about a barnyard. “That
was easy,” she said. “I had a barnyard!”

She is philosophical about her work. When the editor of her 20th book
e-mailed, “We're changing your name and we're changing the series, and I'll be
gone for two weeks,” Linda remained calm.

"They always send those kinds of e-mails late Friday afternoon,” she said.
Nothing discourages this hard-working writer, whose red curls bounce when she
talks. She was celebrating the fact that her first hardback would soon be
published: Into the Mirror, a mystery about a foster child who discovers secrets
about her past.

Linda and | met through the Society of Children’s Book Writers and
[llustrators. “Come see my collection,” she had urged, and now, proudly, she
showed me her library. On the custom-built shelves were 5,000 girls’ series
books, arranged, mostly, by the names of their heroines. Many series authors use
pseudonyms, Linda explained; often the author changes, but the series
continues. She collects series ephemera, too: games, dolls, t-shirts, jewelry,
perfume, lunch boxes, and tea sets.

“| started with Judy Bolton,” she said. “When | was thirteen, | wrote a fan let-
ter to Margaret Sutton and she wrote back!” Linda treasures this letter, and others
from Sutton, written over the years as Linda grew up and the two became friends.

Linda’s collection grew, too, to include Trixie Beldon, Nancy Drew, Ginny
Gordon, American Girls, Dorothy Dainty, The Babysitters Club, Beverly Gray,
and Patty Fairfield. | collect Patty books, too—different editions from Linda’s. |
was thrilled to find a Patty illustration that | had never seen before.

In 1985 a group of Judy Bolton fans formed the Society of Phantom Friends
and Linda soon joined. Later the organization expanded its scope to cover all
girls’ fiction, with an emphasis on series books. The Phantom Friends meet via
their newsletter, The Whispered Watchword, or online, or in person at sites re-
lated to their favorite books, and they have helped to publish a reference book,
The Girls Series Companion. Their Web site is www.nancydrewsleuth.com.

| am pleased to report that Linda is donating her papers to the

Arne Nixon Center. | left with a car full of boxes, a head full

of new knowledge about girls’ series books, and a heart
full of admiration for this talented author.

You go, girls!
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